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A life of swapshots bas kept Balwain resident #llan Bennett very
busy. A photographer at beart, bis latest work exhibits shois from
liustralia and across the globe, exposing sonve of his most loved

phatograplic momrenis,

|

Black and White is the newest of series of group shows by Rozelle’s
Gallery Xposure. As one of only a small number of galleries dedicated
especially to photography, the gallery has selecred four of Australia’s
finest photographers 1o form part of the group exhibiton.

As one of the four, Alan is pmud o show several black and white p'lr_'c-
es which he found particular visually cxpression. Amongst the many
photos, Sydaey, Pyrmont, Bondi and Luna Park feature prominently.
However also on display are images from overseas. One of the artist’s
favourite shots, Tunnel Vision, depicting the London underground also
forms part of the extensive portfolio on digplay.

Alan's artwork is neither landscape, sireet photography or any specific
form - it is simply what his artistc eyve secs.

“I don't like to pigeonhole myself in a partcular category: If ics in front
of me and it’s visually interesting, Ill take a picture of ir)" he said.

“Once 've got a camera in my hand and there’s something | get excired
about, I photograph i

With over 25 years experience, he has travelled the world 1o exonc plac-
es such as T\'cpaL and achicved various p]’t‘t’-li._s:i.l.'!l.]!i awards such as the
Nikon/Panorama Photographer of the Year. Alex maintains his talents
were born from a natural affiliation with the camera. Despite his highly
regatded artistie ability, the photographer admits that photography was
a choice rather than a calling,

“I wasn't a talented artst, | couldn’t draw or paint, but photography was
away I could express my creative sensibilities,” he said.

For Alan, art became a way of capturing a unique perspective — a task
which he believes photography performs perfectly.

“It's about challenging yourself to see things in a way that no one else
sees it he said.

*“When you have a camera, you are actually looking for different ways

1o see things.”



Talent clear in black and white

ART
Kate Sullivan

BALMAIN photographer Alan
Bennett has been named as a
finalist in one of the world's top
competitions.

He was nominated in both the fine
art and sport categories of the 2007
Black and White Spider Awards,
which recognise excellence in black
and white photography.

Thousands of images were re-
ceived from more than 60 countries
and the nominated photographers
were selected by a judging panel
from the international photography
community, including Magnum
Photos, LIFE Magazine, the Tate
Gallery and the Leica Photo Gal-
lery.

Bennett’s two photos received a
high percentage of votes.

“The Spider Awards celebrate pho-
tographers who operate at the
highest levels of their craft,” cre-
ative director Basil O'Brien said.
“Alan Bennett's entries certainly
represent black and white imaging
at its finest, and we're pleased to
present him with nominations.”

Bennett, from Media Imaging Sol-
utions in Balmain, said the Black
and White Spider Awards is the
leading international award
honouring excellence in black and
white photography.

“This celebrated event shines a
spotlight on the best professional
and amateur photographers world-
wide.”

The winners' gallery is online at
www.thespiderawards.com

One of Balmain photographer Alan Bennett's shots.
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